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Indeed, at many stages of the diplomatic conflict he
stood out boldly in opposition to the policy and pro-
ceedings of the Tsung-li Yamen and the war party of
the Court at Peking, and frankly proclaimed to friends
and foes alike his disapproval of the tactless intransi-
geance of Marquis Tseng, the Chinese Minister in Paris.
His pacifism was characterised, however, as events
proved and as both sides subsequently were forced to
admit, by far-seeing wisdom. Had his policy not been
hampered by the stupid blundering of the Tsung-li
Yamen, had the Treaty which he concluded with
Captain Fournier in May 1884, been allowed to stand,
China would have saved a hundred million taels and
France a war which conferred but little glory on her
arms.

Towards the end of 1882 Li scored an important
initial success over the French Minister (M. Bouree) by
inducing him to conclude an arrangement (Shanghai,
December 2Oth) by virtue of which, in return for
the evacuation by the Chinese forces, France was
pledged to a formal undertaking to respect the
sovereign rights and territory of Annam. Tongking
was to be divided into two zones, Chinese and French
spheres of influence respectively. But this arrange-
ment was repudiated, and M. Bouree recalled, by
the French Government, which declined to recognise
China's right to intervene in regard to Annam or to
assert her suzerain influence in Tongking, Li's,
diplomatic success on this occasion was the more
notable in that he knew, and M, Bouree might have
guessed, that Prince Kung and the " howling dogs "
of the war faction at Peking would have rejected
the agreement and thus have placed Li in the un-
pleasant position which the French Minister came to